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 ABSTRACT 

Characte$r e$ducation in schools is an important conce$rn in improving the$ quality of 
e$ducation in Indone$sia. By comparing policie$s with Japan, we $ can unde$rstand the $ 
diffe$re$nce$s in approache$s and strate$gie$s in de$ve $loping stude$nt characte$r. Indone$sia 
and Japan imple$me$nt characte$r e$ducation in the $ e$ducation syste$m to form a 
ge$ne$ration with good characte$r and pre$se$rve $ important cultural and traditional value$s 
in socie $ty. Characte$r e$ducation plays an important role $ in maintaining and continuing 
cultural he$ritage$, as we$ll as stre$ngthe$ning traditional value$s in socie$ty. Thus, characte $r 
e$ducation be $come$s an e$ffe$ctive$ me$ans to maintain and pre$se$rve$ unique$ cultural 
ide$ntitie$s and traditions. Characte$r e$ducation in Indone$sia and Japan has diffe$re$nt 
backgrounds. In Indone$sia, characte$r e$ducation was introduce$d as an e$ffort to improve$ 
the$ quality of e$ducation and form stude$nts with good characte$r. The$ Indone$sian 
gove$rnme$nt has issue$d various policie $s to support the$ imple$me$ntation of characte $r 
e$ducation in schools. Me$anwhile$, Japan has had a strong tradition of characte $r 
e$ducation for a long time $, with an e$mphasis on value $s such as discipline $, hard work, 
and re$sponsibility. Characte$r e$ducation is an important aspe$ct of the$ e$ducation syste $m 
that aims to shape$ stude$nts into individuals with noble $ characte$r, inte$grity, and 
positive $ contributions to socie$ty. In re$ce$nt ye$ars, characte$r e$ducation has be $come$ a 
focus of atte $ntion in various countrie $s, including Indone $sia and Japan. The $ two 
countrie$s have$ diffe$re$nt approache $s in imple$me$nting characte $r e$ducation in schools. 
This article $ will compare$ characte$r e$ducation policie$s in Indone$sia and Japan, and 
analyze$ the$ advantage$s and disadvantage$s of e$ach approach 
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INTRODUCTION 
Japane$se$ childre$n te$nd to be$ be$tte$r pre$pare$d to face$ challe$nge$s and difficultie$s in life$ 

be$cause$ the$y are$ raise $d with value$s of inde$pe$nde$nce$ and re$sponsibility. Me$anwhile$, Indone$sian 
childre$n te$nd to have$ more$ difficulty facing challe$nge$s and difficultie$s be$cause$ the$y are$ le$ss 
e$quippe$d with the$ ability to be$ inde$pe$nde$nt. Japane$se$ childre$n te$nd to be$ raise$d with cultural 
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value$s that e$mphasize$ inde$pe$nde$nce$, discipline$, and re$sponsibility. Me$anwhile$, Indone$sian 
childre$n te$nd to be$ raise$d with cultural value$s that e$mphasize$ family and community. The$ 
e$ducation syste$m in Japan is ve$ry compe$titive$ and e$mphasize$s stude$nt inde$pe$nde$nce$. Japane$se$ 
stude$nts are$ e$xpe$cte$d to le$arn inde$pe$nde$ntly and take$ re$sponsibility for the$ir own e$ducation. 
Me$anwhile$, the$ e$ducation syste$m in Indone$sia e$mphasize$s more$ on the$ore$tical aspe$cts and le$ss 
on stude$nt inde$pe$nde$nce$. 

Moral e$ducation is the$ me$ans by which socie$tie$s transmit value$ syste$m to the$ ne$xt 
ge$ne$ration and family and schools are$ the$ ke$y institutions for this. It promote$s mutual we$lfare$, 
growth, and judging what is right ove$r what is wrong (Thiroux 1998; cite $d in Nyabul, 2011). 
Howe$ve$r, in re$ce$nt ye$ars, the$re$ is a vacuum be$twe$e$n the$ young and the$ old ge$ne$ration value$ 
syste$ms. As a re$sult, youth have $ be$e$n prote$sting and showing anti-social be$havior such as drug 
use$, se$xual abuse$, and burning of schools (Amollo & Lilian, 2017). More$ove$r, disre$spe$ct among 
childre$n and adole$sce$nts in schools, te$e$nage$ pre$gnancie$s and adole$sce$nts’ drug use$ are$ on the$ 
incre$ase$ due$ to failure$ to te$ach moral and characte$r e$ducation during childhood (Mngarah, 
2017). Be$cause$ of socie$tal and pare$ntal failure$ to socialize$ the$ young ge$ne$ration in line$ with the$ 
value$s and norms of the$ socie$ty, the$ ne$w ge$ne$ration has be $e$n lacking moral and e$thical issue$s. 
To fill this gap, providing characte$r e$ducation is curre$ntly gaining mome$ntum among politicians, 
e$ducators and pare$nts (Narvae$z & Lapsle$y, 2008) across the $ globe$. 

Characte$r e$ducation in schools is an important conce$rn in improving the$ quality of 
e$ducation in Indone$sia. By comparing policie$s with Japan, we$ can unde$rstand the$ diffe$re$nce$s in 
approache$s and strate$gie$s in de$ve$loping stude $nt characte$r. 

Indone$sia and Japan imple$me$nt characte$r e$ducation in the$ e$ducation syste$m to form a 
ge$ne$ration with good characte$r and pre$se$rve$ important cultural and traditional value$s in socie$ty. 
Characte$r e$ducation plays an important role$ in maintaining and continuing cultural he$ritage$, as 
we$ll as stre$ngthe$ning traditional value$s in socie$ty. Thus, characte$r e$ducation be$come$s an 
e$ffe$ctive$ me$ans to maintain and pre$se$rve$ unique$ cultural ide$ntitie$s and traditions. 

Characte$r e$ducation in Indone$sia and Japan has diffe$re$nt backgrounds. In Indone$sia, 
characte$r e$ducation was introduce$d as an e$ffort to improve$ the$ quality of e$ducation and form 
stude$nts with good characte$r. The$ Indone$sian gove$rnme$nt has issue$d various policie$s to support 
the$ imple$me$ntation of characte$r e$ducation in schools. Me$anwhile$, Japan has had a strong 
tradition of characte$r e$ducation for a long time$, with an e$mphasis on value$s such as discipline $, 
hard work, and re$sponsibility. 

Characte$r e$ducation is an important aspe$ct of the$ e$ducation syste$m that aims to shape$ 
stude$nts into individuals with noble$ characte$r, inte$grity, and positive$ contributions to socie$ty. In 
re$ce$nt ye$ars, characte$r e$ducation has be$come$ a focus of atte$ntion in various countrie$s, including 
Indone$sia and Japan. The$ two countrie$s have$ diffe$re$nt approache$s in imple$me$nting characte$r 
e$ducation in schools. This article$ will compare$ characte$r e$ducation policie$s in Indone$sia and 
Japan, and analyze$ the$ advantage$s and disadvantage$s of e$ach approach. 

METHODS 
This study use$s a lite$rature$ study me$thod to compare$ characte$r e$ducation policie$s in 

Indone$sia and Japan. The$ source$s of lite$rature$ use$d in this study are$: Scie$ntific journal article$s 
re$late$d to characte$r e$ducation in Indone$sia and Japan, Books re$late$d to characte$r e$ducation and 
e$ducation policie$s in Indone$sia and Japan for the$ Lite$rature$ Se$le$ction crite$ria are$ re$le$vant to the$ 
re$se$arch topic, Publishe$d in re$putable$ scie$ntific journals or books, Contains accurate$ and re$liable$ 
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information, Cove$rs characte$r e$ducation policie$s in Indone$sia and Japan. Analysis Te$chnique$ 
The$ se$le$cte$d lite$rature$ was analyze$d using lite$rature$ analysis te$chnique$s. 

 
 

Picture 1 analysis techniques 
The$ se$le$cte$d lite$rature$ must me$e$t the$ following crite$ria: 
 

 

Picture 2 lite$rature$ crite$ria 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  
Character education has a very important role in shaping the superior character of Japanese 

society. Compared to Indonesia, Japan has long designed and implemented character education 
for all levels of education ( Radjasa et al, 2017 ). 

 
Comparison of Characte$r E$ducation Policie$s in Indone$sia and Japan. 

The$ de$finition of characte$r according to Williams & Schnaps as quote $d by Zubae$di is "any 
de$libe$rate$ approach by which school pe$rsonne$l, ofte$n in conjunction with pare$nts and 
community me$mbe$rs, he$lp childre$n and youth be$come$ caring, principle$d and re$sponsible$". This 
me$ans various approache$s made$ by school pe$rsonne$l who are$ ofte$n in contact with pare$nts and 
community me$mbe$rs to he$lp childre$n and adole$sce$nts be$come$ caring, principle $d and 
re$sponsible$. In this case$, the$re$ is an inte$rre$late$d re$lationship in he$lping a child to be$ re$sponsible$ 
and caring, be$cause$ this is not forme$d simultane$ously, but with unde$rstanding, de$sire$ and re$al 
be$havior which the$n be$come$s a habit and e$ve$n sticks to a pe$rson which is the$n calle$d characte$r. 
(Maulana & Amrullah, 2024). 

Characte$r E$ducation is a syste$m that provide$s participants with characte$r value$s. 
Characte$r e$ducation include$s e$le$me$nts of knowle$dge$, aware$ne$ss, de$te$rmination, and de$sire$ to 
imple$me$nt value$s towards God Almighty, one$se$lf, fe$llow human be$ings, community, and the$ 
country, which are$ obligations for e$ve$ryone$. The$ value$s containe$d in Characte$r E$ducation 
according to the$ Ministry of National E$ducation include$: Re$ligious, Hone$st, Tole$rant, 
Discipline$d, Hard Work, Cre$ative$, Inde$pe$nde$nt, De$mocratic, Curiosity, National Spirit, Love$ 
for the$ Country, Appre$ciating Achie$ve$me$nt, Frie$ndly/Communicative$, Love$ of Pe$ace$, Love$ of 
Re$ading, Caring for the$ E$nvironme$nt, Caring for Socie$ty and Re$sponsibility (LAGHUNG, 



Arina et al. / Jurnal Ilmiah Global Education 6 (2) (2025) 

Character Education in Schools: A Comparison of Indonesian and Japanese Policies …  -  391 

2023). In Indone$sia, characte$r e$ducation focuse$s more$ on aspe$cts of re$ligiosity, nationalism, and 
inde$pe$nde$nce$, while$ in Japan, characte$r e$ducation e$mphasize$s more$ on characte$r formation 
through moral and e$thical e$ducation. The$ approach to characte$r e$ducation in Japan te$nds more$ 
towards habituation, whe$re$ characte$r is not taught but is made$ a habit. 

Characte$r e$ducation in Japan has se$ve$ral unique$ fe$ature$s and advantage$s, including: 1. 
Characte$r e$ducation is inte$grate$d into all subje$cts and is not taught as a se$parate$ subje$ct, 2. The$ 
characte$r le$arning proce$ss is more$ dire$ct practice$ and not just the$ore$tical. 3. Home$room te$ache$rs 
have$ an important role$ in the$ characte$r e$ducation proce$ss in schools. 4. Mothe$rs have$ an 
important role$ in the$ proce$ss of forming childre$n's characte$r within the$ family, with the$ 
philosophy of "ryosai ke$ntro" and the$ conce$pt of "kyoiku mama" which e$mphasize$s the$ role$ of 
mothe$rs in e$ducating childre$n. The$ value$s applie$d in characte$r e$ducation in Japan include$: 
Mode$sty, Coope$ration, Discipline$, Orde$r, Hard work, Shame$, Re$spe$ct for othe$rs.  

Characte$r e$ducation in Japan is not only carrie $d out in schools, but also in familie$s with 
the$ role$ of mothe$rs be$ing ve$ry important. This make$s the$ characte$r e$ducation proce$ss in Japan 
more$ e$ffe$ctive$ and compre$he$nsive$  
He$re$ are$ some$ lite$rature$ re$vie$ws on Characte$r E$ducation in Schools: Comparison of Indone$sian 
and Japane$se$ Policie$s. 

The$ basis of characte$r e$ducation in Indone$sia is the$ State$ Ide$ology, Customs and culture$, 
re$ligious value$s, gove$rnme$nt rule$s and policie$s. Like$wise$ in Japan, the$ basis of characte$r 
e$ducation is in the$ form of cultural value $s, state$ ide$ology, and gove$rnme$nt policy rule$s. The$ 
approach to characte$r e$ducation in Indone$sia include$s the$ value$ instillation approach, the$ value$ 
clarification approach, the$ le$arning approach to doing, role$ mode$ls, and habituation. While$ in 
Japan, among othe $rs, the$ approach te$nds to be$ more$ habituation, for Japane$se$ socie$ty characte$r 
is not taught but is accustome$d. The$ characte$r proble$ms in Indone$sia and Japan are$ not too 
diffe$re$nt around juve$nile$ de$linque$ncy, fre$e$ se$x, vandalism and thugge$ry. The$ diffe$re$nce$ is that 
the$ le$ve$l of stre$ss in Japan affe$cts the$ characte$r of the$ younge$r ge$ne$ration. (Syamsurrijal, 2021). 

The$ basis of characte$r e$ducation in Indone$sia is not much diffe$re$nt from that in Japan. 
That is, base$d on culture$, national ide$ology, and as a foundation for pe$rsonality. Howe $ve$r, in 
Indone$sia, characte$r e$ducation is base$d on a strong re$ligious foundation. The$re$ are$ many 
approache$s to characte $r e$ducation in Indone $sia, including the$ value$ te$aching approach, value$ 
analysis approach, value$ clarification approach, le$arning be$havior approach, and case $ approach. 
The$ Japane$se$ characte$r e$ducation approach te$nds to use$ doutoku-kyoiku, bushido, and ryozai 
ke$ntoro. Re$gardle$ss of the$ diffe$re$nce$s, the$ formation of characte$r e$ducation is base$d on value$s, 
culture$, re$ligion, characte$r de$ve$lopme$nt, the$ role$ of family and socie$ty, formal and non-formal 
e$ducation. Characte$r e$ducation aims to de$ve$lop pe$ople$ who are$ noble$, e$thical, and have$ a 
positive$ attitude$. (Nurfadhilah e$t al., 2024). 

 Succe$ss factors in Japan involve$ the$ inte$gration of moral value$s into the$ curriculum as a 
whole$, while$ challe$nge$s include$ high stre$ss le$ve$ls and high pare$ntal mobility. Ne$ve$rthe$le$ss, 
Japan continue$s to strive$ to maintain the$ succe$ss of its characte$r e$ducation syste$m by 
unde$rstanding the$se$ dynamics. The$ pote$ntial for imple$me$nting Japane$se$ characte$r e$ducation in 
Indone$sia is inte$re$sting, and some$ aspe$cts, such as the$ inte$gration of moral value$s into the$ 
curriculum, can be$ adopte$d. Howe$ve$r, it is important to conside$r the$ cultural conte$xt and local 
value$s in imple$me$nting it. Collaboration be $twe$e$n e$ducation stake$holde$rs is ke$y to succe$ss. In 
Indone$sia, the$ foundation of characte$r e$ducation come$s from culture$, national ide$ology, and 
re$ligious value$s. Stre$ngthe$ning characte$r is done$ through value$s such as re$ligious, hone$st, 
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tole$rant, and national spirit. Indone$sia face$s unique$ challe$nge$s, including moral issue$s such as 
corruption and viole$nce$. (Nadila & Alam, 2024). 

 Characte$r e$ducation in Japan and Indone$sia have$ diffe$re$nt approache$s in instilling social 
value$s in stude$nts. In Japan, characte$r e$ducation is inte$grate$d into daily life$ through routine$ 
activitie$s at school, such as community se$rvice$ and flag ce$re$monie$s, which e$mphasize$ discipline$, 
re$sponsibility, and coope$ration. Familie$s and communitie$s play an active$ role$ in supporting 
childre$n's characte$r e$ducation, cre$ating a collaborative$ e$nvironme$nt. In contrast, in Indone$sia, 
characte$r e$ducation focuse$s more$ on te$aching morals and e$thics that are$ ofte$n se$parate$ from 
daily activitie$s. Although value$s such as mutual coope$ration and re$ligiosity are$ e$mphasize$d, 
the$ir imple$me$ntation is not always consiste$nt. (Harahap & Tumanggor, 2024) 

The implementation of character education in Japanese schools is often taught in the form 
of direct practice.21 This is in line with Dewey's statement, namely "Direct instruction in morals 
has been effective only in social groups where it was part of the authoritative control of the many 
by the few. Not the teaching of it but the reinforcement of it by the whole regimen of which it is 
an aspect made it effective. To attempt to get similar results from lessons about morals in a 
democratic society is to rely upon sentimental magic.22 From Dewey's statement, it can be 
understood that social groups have a very effective control role in the moral aspect, not learning 
about morals, the learning process is only a reinforcement of moral values. (Zilfa, 2023) 

Characte$r e$ducation in schools is one$ of the$ important aspe$cts in forming a young 
ge$ne$ration with good characte$r. Indone$sia and Japan have$ diffe$re$nt characte$r e$ducation policie$s, 
but both aim to form stude$nts with good characte$r. Base$d on the$ analysis of characte$r e$ducation 
policie$s in Indone$sia and Japan, it can be$ conclude$d that Japan has a more$ holistic characte$r 
e$ducation policy and is inte$grate$d into the$ school curriculum. 
 
Advantage $s and Disadvantage$s of Characte$r E$ducation in Indone$sia and Japan. 

1. Character Education in Indonesia 
 

STRENGTH AMD WEEKNESS STRENGTH AMD WEEKNESS 
 Incre$asing aware$ne$ss of moral 

and e$thical value$s in stude$nts. 
 Forming be$tte$r and more$ 

inte$grate$d stude$nt characte$rs. 
 Incre$asing aware$ne$ss of the$ 

importance$ of cultural and 
traditional value $s. 

 Pre$paring stude$nts to be$come$ 
good and re$sponsible$ citize$ns. 

 Imple$me$ntation of characte$r e$ducation 
that is not e$ve$nly distribute$d in all schools. 

 Lack of re$source$s and training for te$ache$rs 
to te$ach characte$r e$ducation. 

 Characte$r e$ducation that is still the$ore$tical 
and le$ss practical. 

 
2. Characte$r E$ducation in Japan 

 
STRENGTH AMD WEEKNESS STRENGTH AMD WEEKNESS 
 Characte$r e$ducation inte$grate$d 

into the$ school curriculum and 
daily life$. 

 A practical and e$xpe$rie$nce$-base$d 
approach to characte$r e$ducation. 

 The$ ve$ry important role$ of 
mothe$rs in characte$r e$ducation in 
the$ family. 

 High acade$mic pre$ssure$ can cause$ stre$ss 
in stude$nts. 

 Characte$r e$ducation that e$mphasize $s too 
much on conformity to social norms can 
limit stude$nts' cre$ativity. 

 The$ ve$ry important role$ of mothe$rs in 
characte$r e$ducation can cause$ stre$ss in 
mothe$rs. 
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 E$ffe$ctive$ characte$r e$ducation 
re$sults in forming good stude$nt 
characte$r. 

 
Thus, characte$r e$ducation in Indone$sia and Japan has diffe$re$nt advantage$s and disadvantage$s. 
Howe$ve$r, both countrie$s can le$arn from e$ach othe$r and improve$ the$ quality of characte$r 
e$ducation to form a ge$ne$ration with good characte$r. 

CONCLUSION 
Base$d on the$ analysis of characte$r e$ducation policie$s in Indone$sia and Japan, it can be$ 

conclude$d that the characte$r e$ducation policie$s in Japan are$ more$ holistic and inte$grate$d into the$ 
school curriculum. The$ approach to characte$r e$ducation in Japan te$nds to be$ more$ habituation, 
while$ in Indone$sia it is more$ dive$rse$. Characte$r proble$ms in Indone$sia and Japan have$ 
similaritie$s, such as juve$nile$ de$linque$ncy, fre$e$ se$x, vandalism, and thugge$ry. 
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